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And the Ringdom was eſtabliſhed in the hand 


F Solomon. 


875 E are come this day to pay our yearly Tri- 
Cas [| 


bute of Joy and Praiſe for the Great 


what hath lately 7 you will find in 


ration. BY | | | f 
But in ſparing the Royal Family at that time, there 
was a long View of Providence to the Happineſs of our 


Day. For tho ſeveral Branches of that Houſe fell in 


with the People that would have murder'd 'em, and in 
the main the whole Family hath prov'd a Root that bore ' 
Gall and Wormwood, yet among the reſt that were 


pluck'd as Firebrands out of the burning, there was 


A 2 Princeſs 


ao 2 — „ 
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The ESTABLISHMENT 


Princeſs Elizabeth, the Grandmother of King George. 
God ſav'd her firſt from Popiſh Fury, and then from 


Popiſh Influence: She was neither to be their Sacrifice 
nor their Tool, as many of her Relations were ; but it 
was an Act of deſigning Goodneſs, to tranſplant her 


into a Family diſtinguiſh'd by their Zeal for the Pro- 


teſtant Faith. It's true, the noble Attempt of her Huſ- 
band the King of Bohemia miſcarried in Germany, .thro 


the Treachery and Cowardice of the Court of Eneland ; 


but God hath rais'd up one of their Poſterity to maintain 
his Cauſe both in that Country and in this; and thus to 
retrieve in ne Reign, what had been waſting in fve. 
This was the primitive Glory of the Day, upon which 
it is indear'd to Poſterity ; becauſe now we ſee that 
God's ſaving the Family then, was with a deſign of 


Judg. v.14. Happineſs to us: and we may ſay, that out of Ephraim 


Amos vii. 


1 


there's a Root againſt Amalek. 5 
But you know he hath pur a nem Song into our 


znout hs, by making it again a time of Love as it 


uſher'd in the Glorious Revolution, and with that 
breath'd a freſh Life into the Religion and Laws of 
Great Britain. Since that Period he hath maintain'd 
his Work by proſperous Wars, and often baffled the 
People whoſe Meditation was all upon Slavery and 
Bondage ; and now of late when a Council made up 
of Rakes and ShufAers had almoſt brought us under the 
Yoke, it pleas'd a gracious God to cut their Cords, 
and fetch another Saviour from afar, who ſhould ler go 
his Captives, not for Price, nor Reward. 

And from the beginning of the Reign we are now 
under, the Mercy hath been growing. This time 
twelve months we had a doubtful Rebellion raging in 


our Country. Concern and Care appear'd in the Face 


of every honeſt Man: We could not tell, the laſt 
time we met upon this occaſion, whether it was to 
rejoice in the Revolution, or to bury it. Had they 
prevail d who then roſe up againſt us, there had been 
an end of our Thankſgiving-Sermons, and indeed of 
the Bleſſing it {elf that we now remember: The. Songs 
of the Temple would have been Howlings on this day. 
But the Vengeance of Heaven hath pour'd out it ſelf 
upon the Falſhood, the Madneſs, and Perjury, that 


fill'd the Deſign ; and all the Bluſter of the Enemy 
_ hath been only like a Storm of Wind upon a Tree 


that's 


> oof elerRrnmmaic 

that's well ſet, it rattled a while among the Leaves; 
bur left it faſter at the Roots. So that upon the Re- 
turn of the Day we ſee the Cauſe of the Revolution 
own'd again by a mighty Providence; in the Confuſion 
of thoſe that would have undone it. We have the 


King's Life and Government ſtill continued, whilſt 


Envy plots, and growls in vain. God hath by a 
Train of Wonders claim'd him as his Property, and 


made him capable of uſing thoſe words; He is myPlal. iis 
Rock and my Salvation, he is my Defence, and I ſhall 2; 3* 


not be greatly moved: How long will ye imagine Miſ- 
chief again$t a Man? Te ſhall be ſlain all of you, a a 


bowing Wall ſhall ye be, and as a tottering Fence. 


Which brings our Caſe within the Deſcription that 


you have in my Text of an auſpicious and a happy 


Reign: The Kingdom was eſt abliſ d in the hand of So- 
lomon, It doth not only mean that he ſat upon the 


Throne, but there was an Affluence of Greatneſs, . 


Plenty, and Peace, as we are told in another Hiftory : 


Solomon the Son of David was ſtrengthen d in his King- 2 Chron, 


5 


dom, and the Lord his God was with him, and magni- i. 1. 


Jed him exceedingly. That we may read ſuch a Paſ- 
ſage as this with a devout Eſteem, and may alſo diſ- 
cover the Similitude between our Times and theirs, I 
will conſider the Text in the following method, 


I. I muſt open to you the Nature of Solomon's Title 
to the Crown. His Right was Divine, but not at all 
Hereditary. | | 

II. I ſhall conſider the great Rebellion that wa 
form'd againſt him, which you are told at large in this 
and the foregoing Chapter. And, 

III. Lay before you the things to which he owed the 


Eſtabliſhment of his Kingdom, and from which alone 


we can expect the like Happineſs to ours. 


that I cannot better diſpoſe of an Application, than 
by carrying it thro the whole Diſcourſe, and making 
it your continued Employment as we go along. 


I. My firſt Work is to open the Title or Claim 
that Solomon had to the Government: which, as I 
ſaid before, was not Hereditary, This is obvious 
_ | „ | | to 


Fou will eaſily ſee, from the Nature of theſe Heads, 
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The ESTABLISHMENT * 
to any one who reads the Names of David's Sons: 
Bat as plain as it ftands in the Book of God, there's a 
neceſſity to mention it, becauſe of the Inſolence 
which ſome People have aſſum'd, in telling us there's 
no other Right but what is Hereditary. The Books 


' that were writ upon that Argument in the Reign of 
King Charles the Second, deliver'd the Opinion in a 


monſtrous way: That this is a Title which God him- 
206 cannot ſet =_ Truth is like the Sun in the 
Morning, it riſeth with Stillneſs and Modeſty ; but 
Falſhood comes in a ranting way, and rather hurries 
than leads you. Thus have they limited the Holy One 
of Iſrael: And is it any wonder, after they have ting'd 
their Politicks with Blaſphemy, that they ſhould go 
raving on, and finiſh em with Nonſenſe ? But ſuch 
wretched work will Proteſtant Divines always make, 
when they are pleading the Cauſe of 4 Popiſh Succeſ- 


ſor. They neither ſpeak the Words of Truth, nor SS. 


berneſs. TE 

We find the fame Liberty of Atheiſtical Phraſes is 
continued among em. There's ſomething daring and 
terrible in their Language, as if in them we were to 
ſee the Accompliſhment of what is foretold; That 


Rev.xiii.5. there's given to om a Mouth ſpeaking Great Things and 
Blaſphemies. For they now tell us, that God is not 


obliged to hear the Prayers of thoſe that own this Go- 
vernment, They firſt deny him the Power of making 
a King, and it's but the ſecond part of the ſame Im- 
udence to appoint him the way of ſaving a Soul. 
you wonder, my Brethren, that theſe People are 
giving up Countries, that they take upon them to fill 


and to empty Thrones? You ſee they uſe their Maker 


fo, and pretend both to cloſe his Hands, and to lock 
up his Ears, | 0 7 

But I muſt return to my firſt Sag as of conſidering 
Solomon's Title: Tho he had no Pretenſions to that 
which they value, yet he had a much better, and that 
is a Divine Appointment; as you will ſee by tracing 
the Story. For, | N 

I. The Deſign of bringing him to the Throne, was 
open'd a long While before he came into the World. 
With this Meſſage God ſent Nathan to David; When 
thy days be fulfill d, and thou ſhalt ſleep with th Fas 
thers, I will ſet up thy Seed after thee, which ſhall oh 

i | ce 


1 | 
of the KINGDOM. = 2 
ceed.out of thy Bowels, and I will eftabliſh his K; dom. | 
And tho you may think that theſe words are 10 SS- 
neral, that an Application of em may be equal to any 
of David's Poſterity, yet there is one Paſſage that 
ſeems to fix his Thoughts in a very particular way ; for 
it is thus that he tells the Revelation: Behold a Son ſhall 1 Chron. 
be born unto thee, who ſhall be a Man of Reſt, and I will xii. 9, 10. 
give him Reſt from all his Enemies round about; for his 
Name ſhall be Solomon, and I will give Peace and 
Ouietneſs to Iſrael in his days: he Hall build a Houſe 
for my Name, he ſhall be my Son, and I will be his Fa- 
ther, and I will eftabliſh the Throne of his Kingdom over 
Iſrael for ever. | FE | 
2. In conſequence of this, David ſome time or 
other ſware unto Bathſheba, ſaying, Aſſuredly Solomon x K 
thy Son ſhall reign after me, and ſit upon my Throng, 13. 
This ſhe puts the King in mind of, by the direction 
of Nathan the Prophet. You may obſerve how very 
inſtrumental that good Man was to this Settlement. 
*Tis he that brings the firſt Promiſe to David. *T was 
he that came with a new Name to Solo mon juſt upon 
his Birth, calling him Jedidiah, becauſe he was beloved 2 Sam. xii. 
of the Lord. And now he lives to ſee all the great 25. 
things done that he had foretold, and ſets the Crown 
upon Solomon's Head. We cannot ſuppoſe that Da- 
vid's engaging himſelf in this Oath, was from any 
Unevenneſs or Partjality in his Affection; for it is ob- 
ſerv'd of Adonijah, that he had been his Darling: He x Kings i. 
mas 4 very goodly Perſon, and his Father had not diſ- 6, | 
leas d him at any time, ſaying, Why haft thou done ſo ß; 
But that which {way'd him ig, favour of Solomon, Wa 
plainly a Divine Appointmegbe as appears from, 
3. What he ſays at the Convention of the States, 1 Chron; 
When he gave 'em the Pattern of that Houſe which «xii. 
ſhould be built for the Lord God of Jae}, he then 
Ns 'em under . whoſe Government they muſt do it. 


ings i. 


4 After this he admitted him to a Partnerſhip in 
the Empire: So when David was old, and full of days, 1 Chron, 
he made Solomon his Sen King over Iſrael. At that xii, x. 
time he ſettled the Courſes of the Prieſts, and all the 
Service of the Temple, and that which the Lord bad 


made him to underſtand, in writirg by bis Hand 1 
him even all the Werks of the — 


Pattern. 8 5 
5. There 


8 f 


1 1 Chron. 
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Chap. xxix. 
1. 


x Chron, 
xxix. 22. 


Ver. 3 4, 35. 


The ESTABLISHMENT 


F. There ſeems to be a Retognition of this in * 


much greater Concourſe : David aſſembled all the Prin- 
ces of Iſrael, the Princes of the Tribes and Captains of 
the Companies that miniſtred to the King by Courſe (that's 
what we call the Officers of the Houſhold) the Cap- 
tains over Thouſands, and the Captains over Hundreds, 
and the Stewards over all the Subſtance and Poſſeſſion of 
the King and of his Sons, mm the Officers, and the 
mighty Men, and with all the valiant Men, unto Jeruſa- 
lem. And the Speech that he makes unto them there, 
is with a Contempt of Hereditary Right in four Ca- 
ſes: The Lord God of Iſrael choſe me, before all the 
Houſe of my Father, to be King over Iſrael for ever; for 


he hath choſen Judah to be the Ruler (tho there were 


three elder Tribes) and of the Houſe of Judah, the 


Houſe of my Father (tho there were many greater Fa- 


milies) and among the Sons of my Father (tho there 
were ſix before him) yet he liked to make me King over 
all Iſrael : And of all my Sons, for the Lord hath given 
me many Sons, he hath choſen Solomon my Son to fit upon 
the Throne of the Kingdom of the Lord over Iſrae). 
This he repeats. ; Solomon, my Son, whom alone the Lord 
hath choſen, is young and tender. He was then about 
twenty years l and might be thought unfit for ſo 
great an Undertaking; but David knew that God ne- 
ver choſe in vain, About this time we may ſuppoſe 
the Rebellion of Adonijah to begin, and Abiathar the 
Prieſt to fall in with that Faction; and therefore, 

6. There's a Compliance of the People with this 
Settlement : They did eat and drink before the Lord on 
that day with great Glachſs, and they made Solomon 
the Son of David King a hd time, and anointed him 
unto the Lord to be Chief Governor, and Ladok. to be 
Prieſt. Soon after this did the Party that favour'd 
Adonijah's Pretenſions throw off the Mask, and ap- 
pear'd at a pompous Feaſt, Upon which, it ſeems to 
me that, 1 ; | 
7. There was a third Coronation of Solomon; for as 
ſoon as ever David hears what the Men for Heredita- 
ry Right were doing, he reſolves to quit the whole 
Adminiſtration ; and being now under a great Load of 
Years, he reſign'd all the Buſineſs of a Throne to his 
Son : He appointed Tadok the Prieft, and Nathan. the 
Prophet, to anoint Solomon King over Iſrael, and to 8 4 
5 tho 
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the Tru het before him; and then, ſaith he, * bal 


come up acer him, and he Sali come up, and, {it upon my 
Thrones for he ſhall he King in my ſtead. This-diffusd 


it ſelf in ſuch. a manner among the People, that eþe 
pipes with Pines, and rejoiced with Jo, ſo that the 
art h rent with: 1 Gun 12 them. And upon their 
Return to the Court, the by {andy — to bleſs Ver. 42. 
David, ſayinz,. Go make, the Name f Solomon better 
ban thy Name, and his T hrone greater thun thy, Thront : 
and the King bowed. himſelf upon the Bed, and faid, 
Bleſſed be the Lord God of. Iſrael, who-hath given one to 
fit on my Throne this day, mine Eyes even ſeeing it. 
Thus full and ſacred was the Claim of a Perſon 
who was not born Heir apparent. There could be no 
room: to object the Anger of God againſt this Settle- 
megt; for where did Proſperity flow faſter than in- 
to the Kingdom of Jrael, after the Death of one Pre- 
tender, and the Acquieſcence of all the reſt? Then Ju- 1 Kings 
dal» and Iſrael were many, as the Sand which is by the "V+ 20, 25+ 
Sea in multitude, eating and drinking, and making mer- 
15 ; for Solomon had Peace on all ſides round about him, 
and the People dwelt ſafely, every Man under his Vine 
and under his Fig- Tree, from Dan even to Beer ſheba, 
the Days of Solomon. 


And you find it was not in vain that this Reign is 
introduc'd- with ſo much Preparation : Here's a Pro- 
phecy to foretel the Settlement, that ſhould be of the 
greateſt Importance to the Good of Mankind, and the 
Glory of Hfracl. Here's a long Expectation for the 
People, and Leiſure for all manner of Furniture in 
the Prince. The Man they had now obtain'd was 
form'd, as well as hes could be, from the Education 
of awiſe and a tender Father. The Choice that God 
made of Saul, was but a very little while before his 
Entrance on the Government. The anointing of Da- 
vid Was at a greater diſtance, but he's oblig'd for ſeve- 
Tal Years to live in Qbſcurity and Baniſhment ; but 
about the twentieth year of David's Reign, when he 
had gone thro;moſt- of his Wars, and extended the 
Kingdom of Jrael to the Compals that God had pro- 
mis d, then, in the Fulneſs of his Glory, there's born 
into his Family a Prince, on whom the Succeſſion is 
fix'd by a Divine Appointment : fo that all this while 
the Nation look'd upon _ as their Saviour in —_— 
"nt | on = 
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and as he grew up he became the publick Mark of 
Eſteem and Obſervation. After this he's recommend-. 
ed to them from the Throne, as one that was de- 


The ESTABLISHMENT 1 


ſign'd to fill it: He engageth to them, and they to 


him, in three diſtinct Solemnities; ſo that never was 
there a Prince more amply wronght out by Provi- 
dence, train'd up for Empire from his Childhood, and 


made to ſhare it in his Youth. a 


I'm ſenſible that when we ſpeak of God's Rule over 
the Jews, and the way that he took with them, it may 


k 


be fa 


whom God hath now given us, was not hurry'd to 


the Throne by the Fury of Ambition on his part, or 
the Haſtineſs of Zeal on ours; 'tis above ſixteen 
Years ſince the Eyes of the Nation have been directed 
to that Family, There were little or no Complaints. 
againſt the Settlement, at the time that it was firſt 
projected; it had afterwards all the Security that 
Oaths.could give it. Many of thoſe who ran head- 
long into the late Rebellion, made no Scruple to give 
the moſt awful Pledges of their good Wiſhes to the 


Proteſtant Succeſſion. We have had a large time to 
think over the Project, and tho there is reaſon enough 


to ſuppoſe that ſome Meaſures were taken to defeat 


it, yet it was 'in a way of Fraud and Stealth, by 


People who profeſs'd a Heartineſs for it. Every Seſ- 
ſion of Parliament was open'd, every publick Office, 
both in Church and State, entred upon with freſh Al. 
ſurances to the Houſe of Hannover; and tho it's plain 
enough ſome People, in theſe Oaths, root the Name of 
e Inſtance can be given in 


God in Vain, yet 
the World of ſo much regard, as this Nation paid to a 


Perſon who was not yet their Sovereign. Never could 


more be done to convince him, and to oblige us. Pro- 
vidence deſign'd to bring him in with Honour, when 
a Faithfulneſs to his Intereſt was embodied with our 
Allegiance to the Queen : and (what was never done 


before) a Denial of his Claim was made equally penal 
with an Oppoſition to her Title. Never did our Laws 


pay. 


id, that he dealt not ſo with any other Nation. He 
acted like their Judg, their King, and their Lamgiver; 
and there's no arguing any Perſon's Title in the way- 
that they did it. But yet the kind Diſpoſition that 
he hath made of our Affairs, hath ſomething in it to 
match theStory of his peculiar People. The KING 


= 
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} 
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pay ſuch a Veneration to a Stranger; but it was or- 
er'd ſo, that if poſſible his Right to this Crown + 


might be impreſs'd upon the Heart of every Briton. I 


will ſam up the Argument under this Head, That it's 
true we cannot talk of a Divine Election in the man- 
ner that the Jews had it, but there's ſomething in our 
Caſe that I believe never entred into any other: That 
here's a Prince of a diſtant Country, without his o. unn 
ſeeking, had, for above fourteen Years together, a 
Proſpect of ruling us; and this ſupported, not by * 
clandeſtine Promiſes and deceitful Treaties but by . 
the open Voice of a Law. His Title was rendred- ſo 
ſacred, that none could enter into Parliament without 


_ owning it; as if, by the A of the Nation, a 


Man was not fit to give his Opinion about any other 
Law, who did not ſee the Importance of this. No- 
thing was ever openly done to arraign this Settlement: 
The ſcandalous Peace, that gave up your Trade, and 
all the Glories of a long War, was yet diſguis'd with: 
ſome regard to the Succeſſion, We had Speeches 
from the Throne, to give us an Eſteem of what we 
had ſworn to: In ſhort, there were all the Pains taken 


that were poſlible, either to ſecure King GEORGE, * 


or to perjure a whole Nation at once. And yet 
there's another Parallel between the Caſe of Iſrael, 


and that of Great Britain; for 


II. Notwithſtanding the Fairneſs of Solomon's Title, 
a moſt dangerous Rebellion was form'd againſt him. 
I'll here conſider the Perſons who engag d in it, their 
Character and Figure in the World; from whence: 
you'll ſee, that it's no new thing for People to be de- 
\ lnded by a few treacherous and deſigning Creatures: 
and if you'll compare the Plotters in their Day with 
thoſe in ours, you'll find they carry'd it on by greater 
Hands, and upon better Pretences. I take the Hiſto- 
ry to give us that Rebellion in two Periods. ES 
The 1 was when Adonijah and his Company made 
that Feaſt or Sacrifice at Enrogel. This was pardon'd 


upon his Submiſtion to the new King, and he hath his 


Life given him ; but the e of a Traitor is cur d by 
nothing bat the Grace of God: Show Favour to the 
Wicked, yet will he not deal righteoufly. And therefore, 
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ſible Deſign, yet Solomon knew what he and Joab and 
Abiathar were a doing; and by his Anſwer it's appa- 
rent he had got the true Senſe of this Propoſal, Why 


1 Kings 
ii. 24. 


Ver. 33. 


Great Britain hath heard of 


The ESTABLISHMENT 


2ly, That Deyice of his to have Abiſhag the Shyna- 
mite, was only a Cover to another Rebellion. Tho 


to Bathſheba, the King's Mother, he makes it à plau- 


daſt thou ar Abiſhag ? ask fbr him the Kingdom alſo, 


for he is my elder Brother. He therefore makes ſhort 


puts them to death that 


work with the-Conſpirators, Coolnefs of Religion 
& COOINCIS O CERT. 


day, and does it with all 


As the Lord liveth, who hath eſtabliſhed me, and. Jet me 
on the Throne of David my Father, and wha hath made 


777 


me a Houſe as he promiſed, Adonijah ſhall be put to 


death this day. And when hg had done the fame by Jo- 


ab the Son of Zerviah, he concludes with the greateſt 
upon his 


Seed, and upon his Houſe, and * his Throne, ſpall 
ord. So that here's. 


Quietneſs in his own Mind 5 Upon David, and 


there be Peace for ever from the 


one Rebellion ſunk in the firſt Appearance, and ano- 


ther ſtifled in the very Deſign. But I'll conſider what 
the Scripture hath ſaid of theſe Traitors, and. ſhow 
you how much more ſignificant they were than thoſe. 


who made a publick Diſturbance in theſe Nations. 


1. There was Adonijah, of whom we read ſeveral 
things, that can ſcarce with any Modeſty be tranf- 


ferred into the Character of a certain Per! 


on, whom 
by one Birth, two Inva- 


0 | 


* 
U 


1 | 


think; they had no Notion. of 
125 we had liv'd. in a State of 


but the ease had not then de 


diſſuaded him from on his Death-Bed, tho he 


Wo 1 * ano 


Adonii, a ay 8 15 40 in 4 = therefare.- 
cd Nat A ia td haye. Fin Intereſt or Mli- 
ance in oppoſition to His own Country. Had he, run 
N Philikineꝶ er ſuch Hecple as were lately- 


ith Daz, he had come, rather as an Java- 
det than a Claimant : but 0 known by 


reads our Hiſtory. how. this Country. is placid ta the 
Envy 'of a nei Shbo ourin King, who. have taken 
all Occaſions 16 load e —. and Wars ; 
and indeed, by many. of. ey: 15 one mould” 

ir own Haps/ 


pineſs, than as it con! 5 in. 


for ſeweral 

; and ſhall that Court, . which. hath been dhe 

fies of our Country, be the Nurſery of our Kings2 
Muſt not a Perſon, Who is fed by their 


Charity — 
train'd in their Maxims, and a by their 


Force, 
have an odd Situation over. the People whom he's 
Ro) to hate? 


); There was no room to pretend. that Au ah 


from the Religion of the Jems;; Had he at ae: ' 


time bow'd himſelf to Baal, or Zone aſter the, Idols: 


of the Heathen, he had been abgminable to his l 


ed from 
Gyd of 7ael, as they came to 00 75 a fterwards - They 
had no Far of fog the Ark and. the Tabernacle in 


admitting him to the Throne; 1 the Reverſe to 


this, inthe cafe of our late Troubles, is not ſo much 


uted. . We had no Proſpect. ol any thing leſs 

% Ping up the Faith once deliver d unto the Saints. 
Under all 1 ut) 5 te People had that Contempt 
r our Vnderftandings, as to tell us that he might 
turn Proteſtant ; the very thing that the late K. James 


he was to 
gain all the Crowns on the Earth by it: which ſhows 


how he ventar'd to the laſt 91 the Im recation of 


his Grandfather, who wiſh'd, that “ if any of his 


4 ofterity turn d Papiſts, God would rake them, out 
«ag 


the World,” T | 
*(4.) It is faid of Ai that he was a very. uh 


- Mau- This hid been before . obſerv'd of Abſalom 
and unawares convey d him into the Eſteem of 1 y 


many 
ealy People, whom he led aſide. to theig, Ruin. We 


_ il that with this Comelinęſs of Boch, chere 
was 


13. 
any one that 


1ia-0f ours, With 


14 © The ESTABLISHMENT... , . 
was ſome proportion of Mind. His Education in Da- 
 vid's Family, his Opportunities of Converſe could not 
fail to improve him. And indeed the Choice that he 
makes of Partners in his Rebellion, ſnows him to be 

. no Fool in laying of a Deſign, Hie had got into his 
' Intereſt a Renowned General, and a Venerable High- 
Prieſt. Upon the whole, we may ſuppoſe him-to be a 
very polite and 1 „ 
Hea the 


I own, under this Head Im not able to run 
Parallel, nor would I be guilty of reflecting upon the 
Works of God. But I muſt obſerve, that he hath 
not prepar d all Perſons for all Stations; and ſome in - l 
particular are form'd, with a certain Cloudineſs, which 
2 em no more fit to be Kings, than they are to 
60 We may farther ſuppoſe of Adonijah, that his 
Converſation had been without any notorious Crime. 
I ground it upon that Paſſage, that his Father bad not 
diſpleasd him at any time, ſaying, Why haſt thou done 
fo? lt is a more charitable Expoſition rather to put 
this upon Adonijah's Care, than David's Lenity ; for 
we may conclude he could not have been a Favourite 
to ſo good a Man, had he lived in open Riot and Sen- 5 
ſuality, or given his Strength to that which deſtroys Kings, 
In this alſo III forbear a Compariſon, but upon the 
whole you ſee there were ſome Arguments in the Claim 
of one Pretender, that cannot with any ſhow of Truth 
be admitted into that of the other. RT 
2. The next Perſon conſiderable in this Rebellion, 
was Joab the Son of Zerviah. And here I'll ſhow you 
e the Deſign muſt be that had ſucha Man 
to fill it. F 5 
(i.) If you attend to his great Experience in War, 
he had fought many Battels ; and, as he ſays to his 
Brother, they play d the Men for the Cities of their God. 
He did not uſe to take the field merely to trifle away a a 
Campaign. And, Ep 
| (2:) He was early in David's Cauſe, being indeed a. 
near Relation to his Family. Twas he that took the 
Strong-hold of Zion from the Jebuſite. 
- (3.) He had thus far kept hearty to the Intereſt of 
the King. Hence we read of him in this part of the 
Story, that he turn'd not aſide after Abſalom, tho he. 
did it after Adonijah, But, 8 5 
35 (4) God 
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(4) God leaves him in this Affair, to bring down 
upon his head the Vengeance that was due for two 
treacherous Murders. It's ſeldom that Blood goes un: 
% 
3. Another Traytor was Abiathar the High Prieſt, 
who from his ez and the Nature of his Office, 
would inſpire the People with Reverence and Duty 
for him. Now here I would obſerve, _ on 
(1.) Better things might have been expected from 
one of his Character: A. Man that drew near to God, 
and bleſsd the People in his Name, ſhould have ſprung 
with Joy at Solomon's coming to the Throne, becauſe 
that gave them the proſpect of a Temple. But it is 
4 not always that Religion lies neareſt the Heart of a 
Prieſt, tho he's oblig'd to have it in his mouth. Mind- 
ing it as a Trade is one thing, and loving it from a 
Principle is another, And I wiſh the Obſervation was 
not ſo eaſy, that there are ſome who call themſelves 
Miniſters, and have a wonderful Eſteem for the Title 
of Kings, yet it's evident they have forgot what's 
chiefly their own buſineſs, and that's the Proteſtant 
| Religion. How comes a Man that /abours in Holy 
Things, to be more concern'd about Government than 
about Worſhip ? But what a Snare muſt the Appea- 
rance of ſuch a one be to thouſands, who'll be apt to 
call Evil Good, and Good Evil, from the Influence of 
thoſe who pollute the Prieſthood, and corrupt the Cove- 
nant of Levi? e „ 
(2.) A better Carriage might have been expected 
from one who was now in the Decline of Life: Above 
forty Years before this, was he David's Partner in all 
Afflictions, and now in a Courſe of Nature he could 
not be ſuppos'd to be far from his great Change; and 
yet to ſhow us how far Stupidity may go with a 
" Prieſt, here's a Man upon the brink of Eternity, who 
runs the riſque of his Life to ſet aſide what God had 
foretold ſo long ago, and had now brought about by 
the plaineſt Authority of Providence. It lets us ſee 
that no Office makes a Saint, and that a Perſon who 
hath not the Grace of God in his Heart, ſhall never 
be the better for all the ſacred Titles that are hung 
about his Character. To theſe Aggravations I may 
add another : FF 8 


* 
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3 The EsTAR LY SHM © % 2H IN 
„. That he ow'd, his Life to avid, when, he 
feap'd the Fury of Saul, who had (lain. his Father, arid 
with” Rim fourſcore and four Perſons that wore the Linen 
| Eqbod, ard ſana the City of the Pris with the Eds 2 
- Sword, Upon. that, Alia: har fled to David; who 
1 tells, him that their Shares in, a common Danger were 
An Sam. xxii. thrown togetlier: Ha that ſeeks my. Baſe ſeeks rhy Liffs 
23. but with me thai ſpalt be in ſafeguard. After this he 
'Y had a noble part in the Gains af. the Revolution, and 
enjoy d' the whole Dignity, of his Birth. Now for him 
to fly-in the face of the good old. King, with whom. he 
Had engag'd fo early, lets us ſee, what little hold any 
Kindteſs can have of a High Prieft : ſo that: here's 
plainly a Failure both of Religion. and Gratitude. - 
And. I wiſh.there was no ground: for an Application 
under this Head; that the Guilt of our late Rebel- 
lion did lie ſo thick upon a certain. Tribe, who are 
never eaſy but when they can make Kings their. Tools, 
and People their Cattel. They were the. chief Gainers 
by the Revolution, being ſecur'd in their great Prefer- 
ments and their oily Livings, which in-a little time 
would have been refunded into the hands of. Popery. 
They ſeem'd to be the particular Mark of Roman Fury, 
Others would have been uſed as Slaves, but they as 
Robbers who had plunder'd the Catholick Church, and 
transfer'd' the Benefits of Superſtition to themſelves, 
Now this double Ruin of that Order was prevented by. 
the Arrival of the Prince of Orange, ſo that they above 
all others ſhould have a lively. Senſe. of. their Eſcape. 
Had it not been for the Glorious Cauſe of Liberty that 
brought him hither, moſt. of thoſe that are now ſo 
well provided for, muſt either have been Idolaters or 
Beggars. And ſuffer me to ſay further, that they had 
no proſpect of any better Uſage. in the Succeſs: of the | 
late Rebellion, unleſs they can think that Popery hath, 
loſt the aſſuming Spirit that it always had. King James 
the Second ow'd his Intereſt to the Clergy : twas 
their unhappy Votes in the Houſe of Lords, that 
threw out the Bill of Excluſion 5 and their bellowing 
all over the Nation, that diftus'd a Spirit. of Inſolence 
among the viler fort of People. And yet when he 
came to the Throne, he uſed em as treacherous Per- 
ſons may expect to be: he treated them as a Set of 
Men, who having made a Surrender of 9 to 
i ny their 


7 
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the KINGDOM 
their Prince, had none left for themſelves. © He threw : 
their on Doctrines like dirt in their faces, and laid 
em under the fad neceſſity of telling Mankind that 
they did not believe one word of all that they had 
preach'd for 25 years: fo that now they are forc'd to 
make that Reſiſtance glorious in themſelves, which 
they had faid would be damnable in any one elſe. 
Thus deceitful were they to him, thus ungrateful was 
he to them after they had made a Sacrifice of their 
Reputation to him, and for his ſake were ſcandalous 
to every honeſt Briton. And if one Popiſh Prince uſed 
'em thus, after ſo many Obligations, what might be 
expected from another, whom they had pray'd and 

ſwore againſt ? I fear, many of them having been 
hearty in his Intereſt, would think to come off well 
enough, - But I cannot tell what way they'll ſhow their 
Allegiance for the future, who never ſuppos'd that 
Loyalty or moral Truth had any concern'in the Oaths 


that they have already taken. And it hath been * ob- * TheLord | 


ſerv'd with a great deal of Judgment, that they of the C#ancet- 


Church of England who engag d in the late Rebellion, eech 


made no fort of Terms for their Religion. So that 2 Hen, 


we don't find the Perſon whom they were fighting for, . 
would have broke any Bargain, if he had Forc'd em 2 8 
either to the Maſs or the Gallows. So little did theſe 
Conſpirators think of their Loyal Clergy, for any thing 

we can ſee, they would ſoon have been brought to have 
_enjoy'd their beloved Maxim with a vengeance ; I 

mean, an Independency upon the State: but not in their 

own ſenſe, for the State would quickly have turn'd 

'em looſe, and we ſhould have had them ſtrolling about 

the Country for Bread, as now they do for Faction. 


demnation 


I muſt obſerve, 


4. That it's no great wonder if ſuch Leaders of a 
Rebellion, as a King's eldeſt Son, an old General, and 
a Reverend High-Prieſt, had conſiderable numbers to 
follow them. Tis not often that People inquire into 
the Cauſe upon which they venture their Lives. No 
doubt of it, Adonijah had ſome foundation for what 


read 


he told Bathſpeba; Thou knoweft that the Kingdom was 1 Kings ii. 
mine, and all Iſrael ſet their 22 on me that I ſhould 16, © | 
reign, He drew a multitude after him by killing a 
great many fat Cattel; for they whoſe God is their 
Helly, make no ſcruple of ins in their Shame, We 


The Es8TABLISHMENT 
read of two hundred that went out of Jeruſalem to 
Abſalom in their Simplicity, knowing nothing; and 
thus it might be in the later caſe. Their way of ar- 
guing would ſcarce. carry them any — than this, 
That if Abzathar is in the Cauſe, it muſt be good; 
and if Joab be in it, it muſt be ſafe. And beſides, in this 
Collection we might expect all the graceleſs, needy, 
and profligate part of the People. They did not like 
a King whoſe Government was open d with the Pro- 
miſe of a Temple. David's Concern for Religion had 
been uneaſy to them, and therefore they are for having 
the Throne fill'd with one who would allow a looſer 
way of living. 3 : | 
And it's no Breach of Charity to ſay, that this was 
the Temper of our late Rebellion. Men that ſwear in 
every Sentence, are taken with a qualmiſh Fit about 
the Lawfulneſs of Oaths to King GEORGE. Such 
as live without a God in the World, are mightily con- 
cern'd for the Rights of the Lord's Anointed. But 
that which firikes a thinking Perſon to the very. 
bowels, is, that the Stupidity follows them to their 
laſt Breath, How poor a matter is it for a Man going 
into another World to take this as his Conſolation, 


That he had right Notions about the Titles of Kings? 


What is it for me, when l'm flying into Eternity, 
who is to govern, and who is to ſtarve? Is the great 
Queſtion at the Bar of God about my Loyalty? or 
Will a Commiſſion from the Rightful Heir bring me 
off, and ſerve as a Paſs to Heaven? Muſt this be the 
Righteouſneſs that will make an Atonement for all 
other Crimes? e * 
There have been People who died under the Charge 
of Rebellion, and as they lived in the World like Sol- 
diers, ſo they left it. ore than Conquerors. Bat what 
were their Supports ? Indeed the main of Joy ſprings 
from a Hope of Pardon thro the Righteouſneſs of 
Chriſt. But he Cauſe for which they ſuffer d, went a 
great deal deeper than any human Titles. It Was not 
to eltabliſh this Perſon rather than another, but that 
the Kinedom of God might be among Men : That the 
Luft, of Princes, and Cruelty of Biſhops, might not 
turn the World into a Deſart, and the oh into a 


Shambles. They thought it their Honour, that God 
had diſtinguiſt᷑d them to ſeal that Cauſe, with. their 
„ e OY own 
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of their Enemies, But what's this to.a Rebellion carry d 
on without. 2 


where all the Crime of the King is accepting. the In- 


pretence of Injury or Grievarce ? 


own Blood, which they had ſo oft maintain'd with that 


vitation of 4 free People, coming over ät their Call, 


governing by their Laws, ſtudying their Welfare, and 
attending continually upon this very thing. And ye 
no Clemeney or 


' eatneß on his part could hinder - 
the. lyipg Tongues — confult to caſt him down. from 


his Excellency. - But maſt not the Guilt lie very heavy - 
ſomewhere, that poor unthinking People are perſuaded . - 


into Armies; and more than that, made to throw a- - - - 
way their Lives like Fools in Mobs and Mutinies ? 


The Vanity of all theſe Attempts we have liy'd ta ſee; 


and in that our Caſe agrees to the Words of my Text, 


which I'm to conſider under another Gene: al Head: 
and that is, - 8 8 55 


III. That notwithſtanding all the Noiſe and Intrigue | 
of his Enemies, yet Salomon's Throne was eftabliſh'd 


over Iſrael. This, you know, is aſcribed to the Lord; 
theſe four things: 

1. His great Qualifications, 

N. The Prayers of goed People. 


but, under the Divine Influence, it might be owing to 


3. The Concerns of Religion that were join'd ,, 


T with his Intereſt. And, 3 
4, The Acts of publick Juſtice upon Traitors. 


he Scripture has told us at large of the Royal 


Qualifications that fitted Solomen far a Throne, Be- 


David leaves a difficult Caſe with him, becauſe -] 


fore he had the ſale Management in his On 1 = 
n 


Was a wife Man, and knew what: be ought to de. Anc 
it ſhaw'd him to he already poſſeſs d of a mighty ,_ _ .. 


Stock, when his only Petitian to God was for more. 
It's ſeldom that Princes think they are deficient here, 
They don't- uſe to take their Empires to be too great, 
and their Furniture too little. But he , ſhow'd him- 
ſelf an Example of his own Rules, to ſeek for Wiſe 
dam as for Silver, and dig for her a for hid Treaſures, 
Without this his Kingdom could not be eſtabliſn'd. 


God never does things ſo much in yain, as to appoint. 


Officers in the World r all the Laws of Nature. 


When 
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| Job wi. 4. When he bider a Man's Heart from ner ending, it 
Teo 


muſt not be ſaid he tæalts him. He may ſuffer a 


ple to fall into the hands of an Idiot or a Tyrant; 
but to ſay that Folly or Wickedneſs are ſacred. is to 


Bor vii. 4. babe his Name in vain. There are Kings ſet up, but not 


| 2 Chron, 
N ii. ult » 


by him; Princes, but he knows it not. ne 
I need make no Application of this to the State 
of our Kingdom; the Inſtance in my Text is above 
all compariſon : for God himſelf told Solomon, that 
after him there ſhould none be like him; nor was it ever 
true of any more than one upon Earth, that a greater 
than Solomon is here. To enter into the Character 
of that Prince whom God has now ſet over us, would 
be as needleſs for you, as it would look imperrinent 
in me. His Conduct in the late Tumults, the Reſo- 
lation with which he diſtributed both his Mercy and 
Juſtice ; his Precaution in forming Alliances; his 
powerful Influence both in France and Spain, are 
things that lie abroad for every one to' know 'em. 
It may be ſaid of us as it was of {ſrael, The Lord theis 
God is with em, and the. Shout of a King is before em. 
He's one we can entertain without bluſhing among the 
Nations; as his Name is diffus'd with a continual Glo- 
ry. He is neither a Curſe at home, nor a Jeſt a- 
broad. This made the King of Tyre look upon Solo- 
mon's Government as a Bleſſing to Iſrael: Becauſe the 
Lord loved his People, therefore he made thee King 
over them. Bleſſed be the Lord God of Iſrael, that has 
made Heaven and Earth, who has given to David -a 
wiſe Sen, endued with Prudence and Underftanding, that 
may build an Houſe for the Lord, and a Houſe for the 
Kingdom. | | e 
2. To this there was the Concurrence of hearty 


Prayers from all thoſe who waited for Redemption in 


Tfrael., The Princes and Great Men came at once 
into it, and ſo did the reſt of the People, who had 

read in the Law of ſes, arid Book of Joſpna, that 
there was a Place which the Lord would chuſe to put 
his Name, To the building this Houſe, they make a 
large Contribution; and when the Storm rais'd by 
Adonijah was blown over, they ſhow'd the utmoſt. 
Satisfaction: and well they might, for, 


3: The 


- 3. The Intereſt of Religion it ſelf was happily 
woven into that of the King. Evety Addition to his 
Claim was a new Affarance of the Temple. The fitſt 
Promiſe relating to his: Government, was upon: Da- 
vids Thoughts abbit an Habitarion for the God of 
acob, And when, after . this, the deftroying Angel 
ad ftay'd the Plague, and by his Appearance on 
Mount Moriab determin'd that to be the place of the 
Houſe,” he then calls the Heads of the People toge- 
ther, and gives em both a Deſcription of the Teni- 
ple, and the Deſign of God with reſpect to his Son. 
And it was upon their cheerful Contributions to this 
Work, that they nade Solomon King à ſecond time. 
Fo that Providence had join'd things together, on pur- 
poſe to give this Man an Endearment in the Heart of 
every ſions Perſon, All that | wiſh'd' well to *the 
Glory of God, and to this great Building, that was to 
de a Type of the Meſſiah, were glad to find the 
Throne it ſelf ſo diſpos d of, as to carry on that Work. 
This gives the greateſt hopes indeed of a good Efti- 
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bliſhment, when he that rules over Men is ust, ruling 2Sam.xxiit 


in the Fear of the Lord. Such an one ſhall- be lite the 4. 
Light of the Morning, even a Morning without Clouds, 
2 as the ſpringing of the Graſs, by a clear ſhining after 
Kain. : * YA | | e407 3 Btns Lo FCS > Ji 
It is to be deſir'd, that more Notice were taken a- 
mongſt ns of the Religion, that is uſt pure, and then 
peaceable; à Chriſtianity that is not cat into pieces, 
and conſider'd as the Property of particular Denomi- 
nations, but the great and common Intereſt of Good- 
neſs, Faith, and Worſhip. When once this comes to 
be ſecur'd, the Throne wil be eftabliſh'd in Righteouſneſs ;, 
and that it. can never be, by Laws that are made on 
7A 1 e to deſtroy the Love of Brethren, to limit the 
Services of a willing People, to uſurp upon the Au- 
thority of Chrift, by making Enctoſures where he 
has left all open. Tis notorious that the great Pro- 
moters of theſe Diviſions have abus'd\the World with 
a vain Cry, and have fully explain'd their Defigns in 
Parliament, by their Rebellion out of. it. And is it 
not pity that a Prince, whoſe Heart is extended to the 
Good of all his Subjects, ſhould want the Help of any 
of them? However, as confus'd and divided as we 
7 5 ä are, 


any Prince upon the face of 
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are, I believe we may e to ſay, that if there · i 

a face af the Earth, who has great 
numbers of fexvent Prayers going yp to Heaven for 
E 9 4. Iis true, Aer Foo 
late Rebellion, your Hands were ty d, but you 
Mouths apa Boch There Was a ruten 0 * 
lemn Meetings among the Diſſenters, three times eve- 
ry Week : Your Places were full of People, and your 
People full of Leal. The King has the Affection of 
vaſt Numbers, who were never hir d to their Loyal; 
tys and are cut off from ex ung any. Advaiitage 
85 Your. regard to the Saſety of his Majeſty, and 


1 


» \ % >» 


gious, Von were prompted to it by the Fear of God, 


and. a Love ta his Caule, and. neither knew what it 


was to buy. your: Prayers nor to ſ them. What Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Reaſons. there are why Perſons, who have 
wreſtled with Gad, may not be try'd what they. 


do with Men, IL Know not; but I believe that Prieft 


would have been rejected as a Fool in Politicks, who 


bad deſir d Soleman to exclude the diſtant Tribes frem 


his Service and Favour, and confine. himſelf to thoſe 


Who liv'd about the Tabernacle ;. it was the Glory: of 

his Reign, and the Strength of his Intereſt, that he 
had equal Homage paid him by the many Thouſands of 
Hrael. To have form'd any Diſtinctions there, was 


to maim the Government, and contract the King. 
4. The laſt thing to Which the Eſtabliſhment of 


his Kingdom is owing, was the Proceſs of Juſtice a- 


gainſt the Rebels; which you read in four great Ex- 
amples, Adonijah, Abiat har, Joab and Shimei. He 
had pardon'd them in theit firſt Attempt, during his 
Father's Life; but when they begin to ſtir again, their 
Guilt and their Execution are made publick in the 
ſame day. 3% ͤ otans 


(..) There was Adonijah,, and it is very eaſy to ob. 
ſerve how wrong it would have been to have ſpar d 


him for the Beauty of his Perſon, the Greatneſs of 
his Blood, or the Reſpect that a miſtaken Father: had 
ſhown to him. We don't find that Treaſon in him 
has any Security from his being a goodly Man, or of 
the Royal Family. The Reſentment againſt theſe 
Crimes is the Iuſtice of the Nation, and that ſhould 


Good of the Nation, has been honeſt and rel. 
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oe the KiNGDOM. 23 
ever be too ſacred to be guided by Names and Co- 
eee eee 
mom, he is ſpar d upon theſe: Terms; I be ſbem bim- 1 King i. 
ſelf a warthy Man, there ſpall not # Hair of him fall 32. 
to the Earth; but if Wickedneſs be found an him, r 
King Solomon; but he is an Inſtance how hard it is to 
get Treaſon out. of Royal Blood, when once it has 
convey d it ſelf thither: For after all was ſappos d to 
be eaſy, he has andther Fetch at the Crown, nor can | 
he hide the main Defign in his own way of telling 
| the Story: Thou knoweft, faith he to: Bathſheba, that 1 Kings ii, 
<< the Kingdom was mine, and that all Iirael fet their Fu- 15. 
ces on me that I ſhould reign; bowbeit it ic turn d about, 
Aud is become my Brother . That good Woman ne- 
ver ſmoak d the Plot, but Solomon quickly diſcover'd 
the meaning of this pretended Match: Why . doft thou Ver. 22. 
ast Ahiſhag the Shunamite for Adonijah ? at fer him 
the Kingdom alſo, for he is mine elder Brother, even for 
him, and for Abiaxhar the Prieft, and for Joab the 
Son of Lerviah, He ſaw there was no trifling with a 
Treęaſon of this kind, and therefore ſeals the Vows of 
> Juſtice with an Oath; God do ſo to me, and more alfo, 
7 Adonijah has not ſpoken this Word againſt his own 
Hee © | : 


There were Reaſons enough for this: He ran a hazard 
himſelf, as Bathſpeba tells David, if Adonijah reign'd, 1 Kings is 
ſhe and her Son Solomon ſhould be counted Offenders. 21. 
And beſides, it was a Mercy to the Publick to unload 
the Nation of a Perſon, who would be always em 
broiling them in his own Quarrel; he was therefore 
to act by a Juſtice that knew no Diſtinction of Per- 
„ | + ſons, bat, by holding the Scales even, was to ſhow 
it ſelf impartial and dwine. There was all this Ne- 
ceflity upon Solomon to do what he did, and perhaps if 
as much Reſolution had been us'd here, we had not 
been twice invaded by One, who has ſo little Stomach 
to a Battle, that he never ſtaid to hear the Sound of 
his Enemies Drums. | 
(2.) The Blow of Juſtice does alſo fall upon Abia- 
thar ; tis true, Solomon does not kill him, but you 
may, from that Story, obſerve theſe four things: 


» 
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| 26, 27. 


1 Sam. ii. 
30. 
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The BxTABLISHMENT 


"Tf; He is confin'd and oblig d to live in 4 private 
| x Kings if, way: Get thee unto Anathoth, to thine own fields. 


He is degraded from his Office; and thus an antient 


Prophecy was fulfill'd, which God denounc'd againft 
Eli. Aaron had two Sons, Eleazar and Ithamar's 


the former by Right of his Birth had the High-Prieſt- 


hood belonging to him. This was confirm'd to Phi- 
nehas his Son by a Perpetual Covenant, becauſe of his 
Zeal in ſlaying the infamous Couple, who came to 
affront the Congregation. Some of his Poſterity muſt 
have loft this Honour by departing from the Integrity 


of their Father; and ſo it is 'transfer'd to Tthamar's 


Line, from whom Eli was deſcended. And when 
they made more ado about their Indelible Character 
than Practical Religion, God takes it from them, and 


tells em it ſhall revert to the elder Branch, So that 


here you obſerve there were Forfeitures in an Honour 
which God's own Law had made Hereditary ; and a 
Man may loſe all that for himſelf, which he had a 
fair Claim to from his Father. Wickedneſs ought not 
to have a Protection from a Hierarchy. You fee how 


God breaks the Line that himſelf had eſtabliſh'd; when- 


ever a Perſon makes the Lord's Offering to be abhorred, 
tis no matter from whom he receives his Orders, or 


what Succeſſion he pretends to. For God's Love of a 
good Man, and his Hatred of a Sinner, are more cer- 
tain and durable, than any Church-Conſtitution in the 
World. Thus he tells Eli, that the Crimes of his 


Sons had made their Patent invalid. Tho they might 
plead what no other Set of Men could do without a 


conſummate Impudence; yet this Lineal Authority, by 


which they were diſtinguiſh'd, paſſes for nothing. 


Tou make your ſelves fat with the chiefeft of all the Of- 


erings of Iſrael my People: I ſaid indeed, that . 
af, and the Houſe 11 thy Father, ſhould walk FW 


me for ever; but now the Lord ſays, be it far from me- 


for thoſe that honour me, I will honour ;, and they that de- 


ſpiſe me, ſhall be lightly eſteemed. The Execution of 
this was reſerv'd for Solomon, in whoſe days Abiathay 
had fill'd up the Iniquity of the Family. | 


You may further take notice, that this was a Lay» 


| Deprivation, pronounc'd by a Perſon who had no ſhare 


in the Prieſthood, and we don't find any of the Jews 


either 


K es * * * 
ERR 
* 


yr 


* 


either impudent or fooliſh enough. to diſpute the Vali- 


dity of the Sentence. The People themſelves, who 


* 


anointed Solomon to he Governor, anointed Zadok to. be 
Prieſt; and to fay that he reſtor'd it tothe right Line, 


is nothing to the 1 for what he did was Jyr 
Treaſon and Rebellion. And is it otherwiſe in the 


New Teſtament? Among the Gifts that Chriſt re- 


Ceiv'd for Men, was there any Protection for Trai- 


tors? He gave the Apoſtles a large Commiſſiom to 


teach all Nations, but not to embroil them. One of 


them could ſay, Neither againſt the Law of the Jews, 


zur againft Cæſar, have I offended any thing at all. 
art 


Did he, who came to give Peace upon Earth, eſtabliſh 
an Order of Men whom no Laws muſt rule, and no 
Sword mult reach ? No, ſo far from that, that any 


one who pollutes his Office, is thrown: out from all 


natural Affection: For that Scripture belongs to the 


. 


days of the Son of Man; I will cauſe the Prophet and Zech. vil. | 


. 
2 
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the unclean Spirit to paſs out of your Land, and it Hall 2, 3. 


come to paſs when any: ſhall yet propheſy, that his Father 
and his Mother that begat hin, hal ſay to him, Thou 
Halt not live, for thou ſpeakeft Lyes in the name of the 


Lord; and his Father and Mother that begat him ſhall 


2dly, Tho he does not die, it is own'd that he. de- 
ſery'd- 
is plain, for had their Deſign ſucceeded, it muſt have 


ended in a vaſt Effuſion of innocent Blood, a Delay 


* 


to the Building of the Temple, and the Settlement of 


the People; and therefore the Crime of thoſe pub- 


lick Enemies is not to be valu'd by the Miſchief they 


have done, but the Compaſs they took, and the dread- 
ful Conſequents of their prevailing. 


* 
* * 


Royal Favour is under theſe Limitations, I will not at 
this time put thee to death. Tis good having an han 
dle on a rebellious Prieſt : a Government cannot be 
too ſecure of a Set of Men, who can proſtitute the 


2 


Affairs of another World, to the carrying on of à 
Private Intereſt in this. | 


4thly, The Reaſon of this Indulgence is not taken 
from his ſacred Character and great Employments, 


but from the former Services he had done : Becauſe 


it; Thou art worthy of Death. And the Reaſon 


eee 


i 
| 
| 
' 


De Es TADTIEHME Wr 
thou hareſt 17 Rf the Lord before David ny Father; 


and becauſe thou haſt been aftitted in all wherein my B 5 
ther has been e But very little of this can be 
pleaded for a 


2 1 of Perſons, who have in all 
- Reigns been the Tools of 4 FOREIGN POV ER; 
and never thought it well with the Church, but when 
they had almoſt undone the State. eee ee 
(3.) Another Perſan that fell by the hand of Juſtice, 
was one who had done great Services to the Royal Fa- 
mily; I mean Joab the Son of Zerviah, This Man 
ſeems always to have had an Eſteem for David, and 
we. read of the thing that he dedicated to the Houſe 
of the Tord; but Solomon thought there was no way 
of taking the innocent Blood that he ſhed from the 
Throne, but by avenging it on the Sinner: and thus 
his hoary Hairs are brought to the Grave with Tron- 
ble. *Tis pity indeed that any one who has liv'd with 
a Glory, ſhould ſet in a Cloud; but if a Perſon will 
be ſo contrary to himſelf, as to lay aſide the Spirit of 
his former Actions, it is but juſt he ſhould loſe the 
it Ezek. Credit of them, as God threatens ; The Righteous ſhall 
I Xxxxite 13. ot be able to live for all his Righteouſneſs, in the day 
fi that he mo all his Righteouſneſs ſhall not be 'remem |} 
_ 5 ut for his Iniguity that he has committed, he 
| ſhall die. Rt 3 . 
(4.) The laſt Perſon that came under Execution was 
Shimei the Son of Gera. We don't indeed find him 
among the Plotters, but his Diſaffection to David's 
Family had been of a long ſtanding. In the time of 
Abſalom's Inſurrection he ſhows a Baſeneſs of Spirit, 
without any Decency or Temper ; he preſumes to rail 
at the King and his Army, to throw Stones and Dirt at 
him, and to uſe Language that was equally falſe and 
2 Sam. violent: Come out thou bloody Man, and thou Man of 
Wh xvi. 8. Belial, che Lord has return d upon thy Head the Blood 
f | of the Houſe of Saul, in whoſe ſtead thou haft reign d, 
and thou art taken in thy Wickedneſs becauſe thou art a 
bloody Man. This Rebel, by fawning and walking, 
obtains a Pardon; but David, upon his Death-bed, 
ſaw the Error of that Clemency, in ſparing a Wretch 
Nt who had blaſphem'd the Great Revolution, and there- 
u Kings fore leaves him to the Diſpoſal of Salomon: Hold him 
a not guiltleſs, for thou art a wiſe Man, and Rnoweft 5 
thou 
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till either bh] had forgot the Bargain, or imagin'd the 4 
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thou aug hi to do; t bis Head thou down 
e bar be en e 


very place e he had pour d out his fan 1 N. Treaſon, 


he ſball- ſurely die. Gm acquieſces in Terms, 


And 


Juſtice, that the Reflection made u - ook 5 is in theſe 
words: by. Solomon Hall be bleſſed, and the Tyrone 
of David fall be Rebel + ore the Lord 475 ever. 
Shime?'s \ Wickedneſs was not 'only behaving 
himſelf in an inſolent way, but arraign ning the Settles 


ment that God had made: The Lord turn d upon 
the Jha bre 3 of Saul, in ; whoſe — 


Haſt ni ſtroying the very Fo 


Prejudice to that great Turn was a Noot of Bitterneſs, 
whereby many might have been diſiled. And the Far, 


Opinion may we have of thoſe who deſpiſe the Deli- 


verance of this Day. And indeed we have ſeen the 
Uneaſineſs of the People at the Revolution in an open 


Violence againſt the Proteſtant Succeſſion. Twas the 


breaking out of an old Sore: but che late Secutity 


to the former. We are to look upon all theſe Mer- 


cies as they are connected. The Proyidence that faved 


King GEORGE, is carrying on the ſame Happineſs 


that arriv'd among us with King WILLIAM 


And 1 may involve the one of thoſe Favours in the 


6 1 


as the Jews did, when the Temple was finiſn d. 


We been 


a great way back, and give the Mercy its date from 2 


d had Mane _ David bh Seruant, and 
f 4 7 his al, W 
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at an Evidence to \Providenthy | 


that God has. given to the latter, is a new Reputation 
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happen'd in the days of Solomon, but they look | 


72 75 Reign. They blefſed the King, and went to 1 Kings 
ber lags « Joyful and glad of Heart, for all the Goad. viii. 66, 


ig Bite Tn certain Mark 1 45 a 1 
b to md in two Sermons preach'd: on; Tue 7 "Ry 
10. 1716. All three by Mr. Thomas: Bra: 


Juſt publiſh'd the Second Edition: a: £5 


* The Whole Works of the Reverend Mr. 8 
vel late Miniſter at Dartmouth; in Deum. . In-two 
Volumes: With compleat Indexes. eee! 


* 


In a few Days'will: be-publiſhed,' 7 200570 
\ The Signs: and Cauſes of :Melancholy - Witt Pure. 
tions ſuited to the Caſe of thoſe who > afflicted win 
it. Collected out of the Works of the Reverend 
Mr. Baxter: for the fake of thoſe Who are wounded 
in Spirit. By John Clifford, Miniſter of the Goſpel. 
With a Recommendatory Preface by Nr. Jong, A. 
Reynolds, Mr. Brown, Mr. Evans,. Mr. Bradl 1 
e d Grofvener, Mr, Wright. Pr. bound 1 7. 64. 5 
ne In a Fortnight's time will; be pabli iſhed; ©.» 
A. Memorial of the Reformation, | chiefly Hy BE = 
[2 and of Britain's Deliverances from Poptty and 
| Arbitrary Power ſince that time to che preſevt £0 
Near 1716. Wherein is contain'd ſome Account 'of - 
the Apoſtacy of the Church in its Riſe and Progreſs, 
till Popery was 'eſtabliſh'd in the World: The Stats 
_ of: the: Reformation under K. Henry VIII. Edward VI. 
and Q. Elizabeth; with the Principles and Endeavours 
of thoſe who have from time to time ſtocd for 4 for. 4 
ther Reformation, as à ſhort Hiſtory of 'Nonconfor- N 
mity. A particnlar Relation of all the Plots and Son- 
ſpiracies of Papiſts and others againſt the: Reformation 
and Civil Liberties of the Land. Some-ſhoxt. Memoirs Þ 
of the Civil War in K. Charles the Firſt's time, and a 
diſtinet Anſwer to the Queſtion, Who cut” off the, I 
King's Head? By B. Bennet M. AJ] | 


There will be ſpeedily publiſh'd a neat Edition: of - L 
The Conſeſſion-of Faith, together with the ber 4 
and Shorter Catechiſm, compos'd by the Reverend Aſ- 
{embly of Divines litting at Weſtminſter ; preſented; to 
both Houſes of Parliament, With the es: Tc 
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